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After Murder of Young Girl, Police Misconduct Shocks a Community
East Bay Advocates Report Harassment of Youth

WHAT: Rally and Press Conference to Demand Police Accountability
WHERE: City of Alameda Police Department
WHEN: 1555 Oak Street, Alameda CA

Tuesday, Nov. 2% 4:30PM

Alameda, CA- In the aftermath of the October 31st shooting of a teenage girl, the Alameda Police Department has
some explaining to do. Southeast Asian community advocates will hold a rally on the steps of the APD offices on
Tuesday November 27™ at 4:30PM, to demand accountability for what they say is a botched investigation that has
cast a dragnet over an entire community.

The rally is being organized by a coalition of advocates serving Asian and Pacific Islander youth, including Asian
Youth Promoting Advocacy and Leadership (AYPAL), Asian Health Services (AHS), and Asian Communities for
Reproductive Justice (ACRJ). These advocates say that some of their youth members have been interrogated by the
APD without the presence of their parents, and have suffered intimidation and harassment at the hands of the APD
in their community meetings, outside their homes, and at their schools. In one incident- a half dozen SWAT officers
entered Downtown Oakland’s Asian Resource Center, intimidating youth members of local advocacy groups.

Advocates believe the investigation has been conducted using stereotypes in place of evidence. They are concerned
that the two youth who were wrongfully arrested in this case were arrested solely because of their ages and because
they are part of the same ethnic community as the victim. They are also concerned that the APD, in their eagerness
o “clear up” their only homicide case of the year, resorted to excessive force, perhaps assuming that the youth
involved would not speak up for their rights.

“This wasn’t a murder investigation, it was blatant harassment of the Southeast Asian youth community,” said
Claire Tran, Co-Director of AYPAL. “The fact that a young woman was killed is horrible, and it’s equally
devastating that instead of actually investigating the crime the Alameda Police Department spent their resources
creating suspects and targeting youth because of who they are not because of what they did.”

Advocates are asking the media to cover untold stories of how the police have conducted their investigation. They
are hoping for increased public dialogue about the impacts of police profiling of Southeast Asian youth and their
communities, and for specific measures to increase APD accountability.

“The newspapers are asking the question- who shot ‘Iko’? We also need an answer to the question - who will be
held accountable for the wrongful arrests and police harassment of our youth?” said Clifford Yee, Youth Program
Coordinator at AHS. “These youth and their families deserve an independent investigation into APD’s conduct,
and an assurance from APD that they will adopt an appropriate racial profiling policy. This policy would ensure
that the rights of Southeast Asian youth as well as the rights of Latino, African-American and other youth from
targeted communities are not violated again.”
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